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Jean Henderson 

BY SIMONE KERWIN
Courtesy Wangaratta Chronicle

Bishop John Parkes delights in 
telling how he decided to relocate 
from Brisbane to Wangaratta.

It was the end of 2007, and he 
had been asked by Archbishop 
of Brisbane Phillip Aspinall (for 
whom he had been commissary) to 
become principal at Queensland’s 
St Francis’ Theological College the 
following year. However, a move 
to the North East was also on the 
radar for the then Assistant Bishop 
and Dean of Brisbane’s St John’s 
Cathedral, along with his wife 
Margaret, and children Nell and 
James.

“So Marg and I took a week off and 
came down to Melbourne, hired a 
car, and I thought, ‘I’d better have a 
look at this place before I say no’,” 
he said.

“We were driving up from 
Alexandra to Mansfield, when we 
came across Bonnie Doon.

“Now, I thought Bonnie Doon was 
a mythical town invented only for 
the best Australian film that’s ever 
been, ‘The Castle’, so as we came 
to Bonnie Doon, I said to Margaret, 
‘I’m the Bishop of Bonnie Doon’.”

Bishop John’s booming laugh 
accompanies the punchline, but 
he quickly adds: “That’s part of the 
story”. “It was clear to me that this 
was where God was calling me,” 
he said.

As he prepares to celebrate 10 
years at the helm of the Diocese 
of Wangaratta with a thanksgiving 
service in Holy Trinity Cathedral 
tomorrow morning, Bishop John 
reflected on the decade. “In some 
ways it feels like five minutes; in 
some ways it feels like I’ve always 
been here,” he said.

“It’s been a good time; it’s not 
been an easy time for all sorts of 
reasons, but it’s certainly been a 
good time, from my work point of 
view, from my family, for my James, 
who is a dear man with autism 
and has settled in to Wangaratta 
and is happy and safe - and for a 
parent, that’s what you want for 
your kids. “My daughter’s made a 
career at Cathedral College, and is 
blossoming.

“We are a small diocese here, and 

a bit underresourced, but we punch 
a bit above our weight.” 

Originally from the UK, Bishop 
John completed his primary 
education in public schools before 
winning a scholarship to a private 
school, and from there earning a 
place at Sheffield University Law 
School. The decision to pursue law 
was made for him, through career 
guidance with the school’s biology 
master, who said his performance 
in science ruled out medicine, and 
the fact he’d had to write 1000 lines 
on the importance of reverence in 
the school chapel meant religion 
was out.

“He said, ’Law – that’s the career 
for you’, so off I went and did a 
degree in law in the late ’60s,” he 
said.

“I’d been a very straitlaced child, 
but at university in the ’60s, I grew 
my hair down to my shoulders, 
wore a leather headband and 
a kaftan, had a copy of Sartre’s 
‘Being and Nothingness’ in one 
hand and packet of Gauloises 
cigarettes in the other, thinking that 
I was a communist, an idealist.

“I was never quite sure about 
practising law, so I left university 
and got a job working for 
Chrysler UK as export scheduling 
coordinator - the best name for 
filing clerk I’ve ever heard.

“I had a great old time, but realised 
that that was not what I was meant 
to do with my life, so at the end 
of two years, with a pocket full of 
money and not much sense of 
what to do with my life, I went to 
Australia on holiday, and here I am 
45 years later – jet lag is a terrible 
thing.”

Staying with family in Sydney, he 
enjoyed the sense of freedom and 
being judged on “who you were, 
rather than where you fitted into 
the class system”.

“I also took naturally to the bush, 
I’ve always loved the bush,” he 
said.

“My intention was to go back to 
England and do the solicitor’s 
professional exams; when I didn’t 
go back, they exempted me from 
about two thirds of the barrister’s 
admission board here on the 
strength of my English degree, so 
I got a fabulous job as associate 

to Sir John Moore, then president 
of the Australian Conciliation and 
Arbitration Commission.”

This was also where the future 
bishop met his future wife, 
Margaret.

He completed the solicitor’s 
professional skills course at the 
College of Law, and was admitted 
as a barrister in 1977, then practised 
at the Sydney Bar, but was “never 
quite convinced the law was it – the 
God stuff had always been there”.

“I went to church as a child on my 
own, though I had no interest in 
Sunday school – it was worship I 
loved,” he said.

Conitinued on page 2

“I firmly believe that I was called here 
by God because of the mix of skills and 
experience that I bring”. - BISHOP JOHN PARKES

Bishop John reflects on 
eventful 11 years
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SAFE CHURCH 

The Anglican Diocese of Wangaratta 
has zero tolerance for abuse.  We are 

committed to providing a safe, respectful, 
welcoming and positive environment for 

children and adults from all backgrounds.

If you have experienced abuse or 
suspect abuse may be occurring in a 
church setting or by a member of the 

church you should report this as soon as 
possible to the Director of Professional 

Standards on 1800 377 842 
(1800 DPSVIC) 

or email professionalstandards@
wangaratta-anglican.org.au.

For more information on our Safe 
Church policies and procedures contact 
the Safe Church and Systems Officer 

on 03 5721 3484.
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“I walked out of the church about the 
time I went to university; the church 
was a bit passe, but God was good, 
God’s always been good.

“But during the time at the bar, the 
God stuff really started to chrystalise.

“A lot of the people I dealt with were 
just people who’d fallen off the edge 
of life and, yeah, they needed a good 
lawyer, but that was a symptom, not 
a cause, and I
was a bit more interested in dealing 
with causes.

“So I deliberately wound down the 
practice, and for a couple of years 
or so, made violins, which gave me 
a chance to contemplate; after two 
years I went spectacularly broke, but 
it was an important time.”

That contemplation resulted in 
John and Margaret moving back 
to England in late 1983, where he 
struggled to find work.

“At the time it was pure hell, but on 
reflection it was the most significant 
period of my life, because to keep 
myself sane, I volunteered full-time 
in the local parish,” he said.

“It was really that that focused the 
possibility of ordination, of making 
my life in ministry.”

The couple returned to Australia, this 
time with daughter Nell, and John 
took work in a commercial solicitors’ 
practice in Parramatta, before being 
accepted for ordination by Bishop of 
Canberra- Goulburn, Owen Dowling; 
he had found his niche. 

After training in Canberra, he took 
his first curacy in the ACT, then 
another in Orange in the Diocese of 
Bathurst, before becoming Rector 
of Wellington, which is where baby 
James was diagnosed with autism. 
The family moved back to the 
Canberra-Goulburn Diocese, where 
he was Archdeacon of Young, and 

then returned to Canberra, for roles 
as Rector of All Saints Ainslie, and 
Archdeacon of Canberra South.

The next move was north, where 
the Diocese of Brisbane was 
searching for a new Dean of 
St John’s Cathedral, a role that 
included overseeing completion of 
the cathedral.

The cathedral project drew on 
Bishop John’s business acumen, 
and he helped attract millions of 
dollars in donations.

“We had five or six magic years in 
Brisbane,” he said. Then came the 
Parkes family’s relocation to the 
North East, and his installation as 
Bishop of Wangaratta on December 
13, 2008.

“I had scarcely got my knees under 
the desk when Black Saturday 
scorched the diocese at both ends,” 
he said.

“It was, in every sense, a baptism of 
fire. 

“The intensity of the work around 
Black Saturday imbeds you deeply 
into the community.

“For the first week or so after Black 
Saturday, I drove every day to 
Alexandra to the relief centre, to 
be with people who’d been burned 
down in Marysville, and all they 
really needed was somebody to sit 
with them and listen, as they told 
the same story over and over and 
over again in a desperate attempt to 
make sense of it.

“It was heartbreaking, you’d see 
people who’d got out with the clothes 
they were standing in, with a dog, 
holding onto the dog for dear life.”

Black Saturday was the first in a 
series of challenges thrown Bishop 
John’s way, including the close 
attention required by its three 
schools, Wangaratta’s Cathedral 
College and those in Albury-

Wodonga and Cobram.

“One of the things I’m most pleased 
with is being able to lead the 
schools into the Anglican Schools 
Commission, and seeing them 
flourish,” he said.
 
Cathedral College joined the 
commission in 2011, securing its 
future in the rural city, where Bishop 
John says it is “going gangbusters 
– it’s just about the school of choice 
around here”.

Albury-Wodonga’s Trinity Anglican 
College, and Cobram’s Anglican 
Grammar School joined the 
commission in 2015.

“The blessing has been twofold; 
every decision that can be taken 
locally is taken locally, so the culture 
of the three schools is very different, 
but they have systemic support, and 
the system understands schools, 
whereas the banks don’t anymore 
- they now just assess commercial 
risk.”

Aged care has been another 
challenge for the diocese, at 
Wangaratta’s St John’s Village, and 
Alexandra’s Kellock Lodge.

Coupled with major industry change, 
a tragic flu outbreak in 2017 resulted 
in the deaths of 10 St John’s 
residents, and Bishop John said the 
last two years had been the most 
difficult of his working life.

“The industry has changed beyond 
recognition, certainly in the last 
decade, with increasing change in 
the last five years, and the levels of 
accountability and the challenge of 
financial sustainability in a customer 
driven market, pose huge challenges 
to rural and regional stand-alone 
facilities particularly,” he said.

“In the midst of that, with all the 
challenges, we’ve continued to 
provide good care for our residents, 
who are, at the end of the day, the 

reason why we’re here.

“We are obviously having to 
craft solutions that ensure good 
are is given into the future in an 
increasingly challenging market.”

National issues like the Royal 
Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, 
and the same sex marriage debate, 
have also been addressed locally.

“The Royal Commission has been a 
real challenge for the whole church,” 
Bishop John said.

“We have not escaped the evil of it, 
although we haven’t had the same 
level of institutional abuse other 
places have had.

“There is nothing to say in the 
face of the findings of the Royal 
Commission other than ‘Lord, have 
mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord 
have mercy’, and to seek as best we 
can to apologise for and to undo the 
harm which was perpetrated in the 
church by people who should have 
been safe for vulnerable people, and 
who proved to be wickedly unsafe.”

Bishop John said he was 
overwhelmed by the level of support 
at the diocesan synod this year, 
when he raised the possibility 
of blessing same sex marriages 
following last year’s national vote.

“I’m still awaiting some legal advice 
on what my powers are in terms of 
being able to give blessings to same 
sex unions, but it is my intention 
to tell the bishops next year that I 
intend to proceed, and I am hopeful 
of bringing something via synod next 
year,” he said.

“I don’t want to get into the debate 
about marriage - it won’t happen in 
the church in my lifetime - but look, 
we bless Pekinese dogs, we bless
buildings, we bless carpets, and 
we’re not to offer a blessing to two 
persons who have committed to a 
lifelong, faithful, monogamous union 
under the laws of the state? I don’t 
think so.”

Apart from the headlinegrabbing 
issues of the past 10 years, Bishop 
John has negotiated the changing 
nature of the church, which has 
already seen the losure of about six 
churches in the region.

“The diocese has changed since I’ve 
been here; with the magnetic pull of 
the city, smaller communities are 
increasingly struggling,” he said.

“We’re having to deal with changes 
in patterns of ministry; communities 
that could afford to pay for a full-time 
priest no longer can, so the question 
is how we provide Anglican Christian 
ministry with those challenges.

“The challenge for us, as is the 

challenge for our Roman Catholic 
brothers, is how we celebrate 
the Eucharist in the absence of a 
stipendiary priest.

“But also how we engender and 
sustain ministry, because the 
ministry is the call of all baptised 
people.

“A community cannot just dissolve 
its responsibility for ministry into 
the hands of a priest. So that’s a 
challenge for us.”

Despite the challenging terrain of 
his tenure, and additional roles as 
co-chair of the Anglican-Uniting 
Church dialogue, representing 
Australian Anglican bishops at 
the International Anglican Roman 
Catholic Commission for Unity and 
Mission, and on the Trinity College 
and theological school boards, 
Bishop John is sure his move to 
Wangaratta was the right one.

“I firmly believe that I was called here 
by God because of the mix of skills 
and experience that I bring,” he said.

“The next bishop will be very different 
to me, and needs to be.

“Some of the frustration I have 
was that I wasn’t really ordained 
and consecrated to be a business 
manager, and that some of the 
things that give me joy and energy, 
like preaching and teaching and 
dreaming the future, I think I’ve had 
too little time to do.

“I think the next bishop who comes 
after me will have to be a bit of a 
missionary.

“We’ve got to really build the church, 
and we’ve got to find ways of talking 
to people whose spiritual needs are 
huge, but whose appreciation
of our language is treated with 
suspicion.”

Bishop John said diocesan law 
required bishops to retire at 70, so 
his time in the role would end in late 
2020.

“I’m looking forward to the last 
couple of years of doing more of the 
things I’m actually good at - more in 
the schools, more in the newspaper 
having a say, more in the parishes, 
doing the stuff that I think actually is 
important,” he said.

“The schools and the aged care 
could have gone under, so it had to 
be done, but property – even fine 
buildings like our cathedral – are 
only a means to the end, and never 
the end themselves.

“The end is Christian community by 
prayer, by study of the Bible, and 
by worshipping together to make a 
difference in the community, to give 
evidence of the Holy Spirit of God 
acting.”
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from the Bishop 

SEPTEMBER

 

Dear friends in Christ

By the time you read this letter, the 3rd session of the 39th session of Synod 
would have been concluded and your bishop on Long Service Leave until 
24 December. I will lay up my pastoral staff on 21 December at 11 am on 
the Feast of St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr when I celebrate 30 years as a 
Deacon, and I look forward to interacting with you one last time as Bishop 
of Wangaratta. I am sure that the Vicar General and Dean will communicate 
more details about arrangements in due course. 

What a journey it has been these almost 11 years with many connections 
with so many of you through all the joys and pains, hopes and uncertainties. 
What challenges, but also opportunities of working together and overcoming 
many obstacles like my first with Black Saturday, the Schools and Aged 
Care. I am also reminded of the many beautiful moments shared with many 
within Parishes, chairing various meetings and interacting with so many. 
These moments are indeed precious, and I will probably sit at Carboor many 
a night and think back on many of those and the many connections. I will of 
course enjoy the next few months of Long Service Leave before retirement 
finally kicks in. 

My Synod Charge will be published in the next edition of the Advocate in 
which I say much more and by which time you will also know more of what 
transpired there.     

Please note that all matters pertaining the Diocese should now be directed 
to Clarence at archdeacon@wangaratta-anglican.org.au I entrust you to the 
care and ministry of my Leadership Team under the direction of the Vicar-
General and Administrator who will share this ministry collaboratively with 
the Dean, Area Deans and Registrar.

Yours in Christ

The Right Reverend John Parkes AM
Bishop of Wangaratta

OCTOBER

BY VAL EDWARDS

The Red Heart Campaign 
reports that 52 women and 
children have been killed in 
Australia from January 1 - 
August 6, 2019. At least 40 
of these deaths are directly 
attributed to alleged relationship 
violence. 39 are reported to have 
been killed by male suspects. 
(Out of the 105 men killed in the 
same period, 13 are suspected 
of being alleged relationship 

deaths. 101 men were killed by 
male suspects.) The number of 
victims, primarily women and 
children, actually affected is far 
higher and unknown. Domestic 
violence is an under-reported 
and generally a hidden crime.  

The United Nations (UN) 
commemorates the International 
Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women on 
November 25. Each year the 
UN asks member nations to 

UNITE to End Violence Against 
Women in a 16 day campaign 
held internationally from 
November 25 to December 10. 

White Ribbon Australia 
continues to support this day;  
White Ribbon Day in Australia 
is held on the last Friday before 
November 25 - this year it is 
being held on Friday November 
22.  

Please remember this day 
in your churches, praying for 
all women and children and 
families affected by domestic 
violence. 

For further information contact 
Val Edwards on 0436 480 870 
or email edwardsvf@gmail.com 

Eliminate violence 
against women and 
children

BY HELEN MALCOLM 

Confirmation was celebrated, a 
couple were received into the 
Anglican Church of Australia, 
the Melanesian Brothers and 
their visitors sang and Bishop 
John was thanked and, with his 
family, wished every blessing 
- and good fishing - for his 
impending retirement. It was 
a joyful and full occasion at a 
combined parish service at 
St. Augustine’s on 28th July, 
but tinged with some sadness 
knowing that it was Bishop 
John’s last official visit to the 
Parish.

In the preceding months a 
group of six people - adults 
and teenagers - worked their 
way with the clergy through the 
Catechism in preparation for 
their Confirmation. Discussions 
were robust, many tangents 
were explored and everyone 
had a chance to reason 
through and ‘confirm’ their own 
faith, as well as learn from and 
be supported by each other. 

During his sermon, drawing 
on the Gospel reading from 
St. Luke:11:1-13 where the 
disciples ask Jesus to teach 
them how to pray, Bishop John 

exhorted us never to forget to 
pray, emphasising that, when 
we do, when we ask, Jesus 
tells us that we will receive. 

Afterwards everyone shared 
in lunch and appreciation was 
expressed to Bishop John for 
his care and oversight of the 
parish during his episcopacy, 
recognising the inevitable ups 
and downs at both Diocesan 
and parish level.  The final 
word was left to the Bishop, 
who graced the gathering with 
a song of farewell.

Celebration and Farewell at 
Shepparton

BY FR S EISEMAN 

‘Children are to be seen not 
heard’ so we were told when 
we were young. Today children 
as young as nine are writing to 
politicians and protesting about 
climate change. They have 
every reason to be concerned. 
Life on our planet is being 
destroyed by humans at rate 
which cannot be reversed. It all 
depends on whether we have 
passed the tipping point. Climate 
scientists have long warned 
what will happen if we do. There 
will be relentless drought, rising 
seas, unstoppable wild fires and 
Category 5 cyclones. Now we’ve 

received another grim warning: 
a global report on biodiversity 
said 1 million species around the 
world face extinction.

We must support our young 
people whose lives depend on 
whether we can stop climate 
change. It may not be possible. 
Some experts once projected 
that we have plenty of time until 
the 22nd century or beyond. 
Now they are not so sure. The 
tipping point could be as close 
as forty years away!

I feel for our children and I ask, 
why has it taken 25 years of 
climate inaction that has brought 

us to a climate abyss? To climate 
deniers I say: look at the signs 
– they are unmistakable. We 
must be inspired and activated 
by that remarkable Swedish 
teenage climate activist Greta 
Thunberg who said, we must 
act NOW like the house is on 
fire-because it is.

I am 94, an Anglican priest 
[retired] and a World War II 
veteran. I have had a good life 
but for me, time is running out.
God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was 
very good.

Are we too late?

JULY 2013
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“Angels” 
presents

a  Concert for

Relay for Life
Sunday 8   September

2:00 pm  

vocal & instrumental solos, ensembles, choirs

Entry by donation
Post -Concert Refreshments

Co- -Paul Fowler 0422 397 390 
Kaye Kennedy 0439 980 780, Lyn Winnel  02 6025 1793 

St Matthew's Church, Albury 

Three Anglican Parish of Central Goulburn Debutante balls were the social events of 
the season. The first Deb set was presented to the Anglican Bishop of Wangaratta, the 
Bishop John Parkes and Mrs Margaret Parkes on 14th June, at St Mary's college hall. 
13 Debutantes and their partners were presented into society in front of their families, 
friends and parish folk.

The second and third Debutante Balls were held at St Mary's hall on 21st & 22nd June.

Central Goulburn Debutante Balls. 
14th, 21st and 22nd June 2013

Ladies putting on the final hole.

BY Yvonne Davies

Held its 24th Golf day 
at the St. James Golf Club 
on Tuesday 4th June.

44 players played 4 
B.B.B. Stableford. evan 
James and linton Potter 
with 46 points were the 
winners, with Tom Hack-
ett and Peter Henderson 
on 44 points the runners 
up. All other players were 
presented with a golf ball, 
donated by Kurt Bleck-
wehl and Hugh Fisher. 
The 9 hole competition 
was won by dennis Bell 

on 16 points and runner 
up was doug davies on 
15 points.

Thanks to Marj Bleck-
wehl and dot Fisher for 
encouraging the golfers 
from Yarrawonga to at-
tend, making this day 
very enjoyable. Many of 
our visitors donated items 
for the multi choice raffle.  
The catering for lunch 
and afternoon tea was at 
its usual high standard.

Great to see Hugh 
Fisher playing – an in-
credible effort for a 95 
year old good sport and 
fine gentleman.

St Thomas’s golf 
day at St James

BY HeatHer stammers.

MISSION DINNER 2013

WHile the plight of the South Afri-
can refugees may not be front page 
news at the moment, they are in need 
of the basics to survive their desper-
ate plight.  ABM recently wrote to the 
Bishop of Wangaratta appealing for 
assistance for the Sudanese refugees 
who are fleeing the fighting between 
rebels and the South Sudan military 
especially in Twic east diocese. The 
Bishop of the Horn of Africa is appeal-
ing for emergency food relief for these 
displaced people and with that in mind, 
the parish of St George's Numurkah  
held a Mission dinner on the 17th May 
to raise funds to send to the Bishop for 
distribution as needed.  

diners enjoyed a meal of ethio-
pian food cooked by the parishioners.  
ethiopian food is traditionally spicy or 
peppery meat and/or vegetable dishes 
called Wat's and served on large injeras 

(pancakes made from a seed similar 
to buckwheat). during a communal 
meal, each diner tears pieces off one 
large injera wrapping it around the 
stew-like Wat. The portion resem-
bles a cigar which is eaten as finger 
food although the diners at the Mis-
sion dinner used knives and forks as 
is our western custom.  Fruit is not 
plentiful but they do have mainly mel-
ons.  Honey is used as a sweetener for 
pancakes or Honey Wine.  The food 
is spicy but some dishes were modi-
fied to suit our western palate.  Meat 
can be lamb, chicken, goat or vegeta-
ble (mainly root vegetables however 
the dishes served for the dinner were 
lamb, chicken and vegetable).

The diners at the Hamon Par-
ish Centre enjoyed the restaurant 
atmosphere of subdued lighting, 
decorations and the red/brown hues 
of the desert reminding them of the 
richness of the African landscape and 
the people who are now in desperate 
need.  

Diners enjoyed a meal of Ethiopian food cooked by the parishioners.  

Debutante Lauren Newman and her partner Johnathon Lejins together with 
family and friends at the 1st  Central Goulburn Parish debutante ball held on the 
14th June 2013.

Specialising in Anglican Theology

238 Banna Avenue, Griffith NSW 2680 
Ph: 02 6964 0304 Fax: 02 6964 2257 
Email: helena4rivers@bigpond.com  
Mail Orders Welcome

FOUR RIVERS BOOKSHOP
Anglican Diocese of Riverina

Bishop in Council. 
St John’s Village, 
Wangaratta

Bishop in Council. 
St John’s Village, 
Wangaratta17

TH

15
TH

19
TH Safe Church Awareness 

Workshop Wangaratta - 
see ad page 715

TH
 

- 
23

RD World week for 
Palestine & Israel - 
see details pg  6
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A ‘Prevent Domestic Violence’ 
Workshop  

Saturday November 23, 2019 
10am to 2.30pm

Purbrick Hall, Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
Wangaratta 

Presented by Doctor Ree Bodde, 
Program Director of ‘Think Prevent’ based in 

Melbourne  

Cost $15 per person, includes light lunch, tea & coffee. 

Open to all laity and clergy 

Resources will be provided, along with a post-
workshop report and certificate of attendance 

NOTE only 25 places available - register early. First in 
first served. 

To register your spot and for payment options please contact 
the registry office on 03 5721 3484 

or email registry@wangaratta-anglican.org.au 

BY FR BILL SQUIRE

Thirty years ago, at an age 
when most of us think about 
drawing our superannuation, 
six women – members of 
the Community of the Holy 
Name in Melbourne – did 
just the opposite: they came 
to a farm property just out 
of Wangaratta to establish 
an enclosed religious 
community. 
On 13th July we farewelled 
and commended to God the 
last of their number:  Sister 
Patience CCK.

Born Patricia Margaret 
Durdin, the younger of 
identical twins, in 1922 
in the Adelaide suburb of 
Forestville, Patricia (or ‘Pat’, 
as she was affectionately 
known) had, from an 
early age, the desire for 
missionary service. Prior to 
following that vocation there 
were skills to be gained 
and upon completion of her 
formal education enrolled 
in a business college and 
followed this with five years 
of nursing and post graduate 
training at the Royal 
Adelaide Hospital.

In 1948 Pat was accepted 
for missionary service and 
spent a year at the Anglican  
missionary training college in 
Sydney prior to being posted 
to Papua New Guinea.  Little 
did she know at the time how 
her nursing skills were to be 
called into play in a dramatic 
way and prove invaluable. 
A year after being stationed 
at the remote mission 
outpost of Isbista on the 
northern slopes of the Owen 
Stanley Ranges under the 
shadow of Mt Lamington; 
on 21st January 1951, the 
mountain erupted resulting 

in the deaths of some 4000 
people, injuries and burns to 
who knows how many, and 
the complete destruction of 
two neighbouring mission 
stations. 

For services in caring for 
those caught up in the 
eruption of the volcano, 
Patricia was awarded an 
OBE.

Five years on following the 
building of new mission 
headquarters and service 
at a new hospital at nearby 
Sasembata and sensing 
the call of God in another 
direction, she sought 
release from her service in 
PNG to test a vocation to the 
religious life. Acceptance 
came in 1956 from the 
Mother Superior of the 
Community of the Holy 
Name at Cheltenham and 
was received as a postulant  
and enrolled as a Novice in 
1957. 

It was here that another 
change was to occur – the 
name by which she would 
become known in her new 
community. Since no two 
sisters should possess the 
same name (there already 
being a Sr Patricia) a new 
name had to be chosen. 
Her choice was influenced 
by St Paul’s 2nd letter to 
the Corinthians (Authorised 
Version): “As servants of 
God we commend ourselves 
in every way through great 
patience”.  And so the name 
‘Patience’ was adopted.

After a fulfilling Novitiate of 
three years Sister Patience 
was elected for Profession 
and took her vows in a formal 
ceremony in September 
1960.

There followed years of 
service at the Home for 
Children at Darling, Ellerslie 
Home for the elderly in 
East Hawthorne (both in 
Melbourne), and the Retreat 
House at Belair, near 
Adelaide. These years led 
on to Sister Patience being 
assigned as assistant to 
her  Superior for the next 
eight years and then a 
return to Papua New Guinea 
where the Community had 
established an indigenous 
order known as the 
Community of the Visitation. 
At home in a mission 
environment again these 
were to be happy years until 
the tropical climate took its 
toll with the onset of malaria 
necessitating a return to 
Australia. 

Back in Australia there 
was another period at the 
Retreat House at Belair and 
three years at the Mother 
House at Cheltenham caring 
for the elderly sisters in the 
St Julian’s wing. 

It seems that the call of God 
never ceases and gradually 
Sister Patience grew in 
awareness and conviction of 
a call to contemplative life. 
Other Sisters at Cheltenham 
were experiencing the same 
call and were provided with 
separate lodgings within the 
community grounds for the 
call to be tested. 

It was in the midst of this 
exploring the contemplative 
life that the Sisters had 
occasion to meet Bishop 
Robert Beal who invited the 
group to come and establish 
a contemplative community 
on a property newly 
bequeathed to the diocese 

at Taminick. 

In July 1990 Patience, in 
company with three others 
from CHN (more were follow 
shortly) were welcomed to 
the property to establish in 
the diocese a “powerhouse 
of prayer”. With caravans for 
bedrooms initially the Sisters 
set about establishing a 
ministry of prayer, spiritual 
development and hospitality 
that was to continue for the 
next twenty-five years, all the 
while improving the property 
materially, horticulturally and 
spiritually with the addition 
of a chapel, convent and 
guest accommodation, and 
garden surrounds; with a 
“long distance” Stations of 
the Cross” embracing the 
whole. 

Over time as the life of this 
new community developed, 
these six placed themselves 
under the Rule of St Benedict, 
living a life of prayer, work, 
study and hospitality and 
assumed the name: “The 
Benedictine Community of 
Christ the King”. The chapel, 
as always, was the focal 
point of community life. “We 
rose”, said Patience, “in time 
to begin at 4.30am the first 
of the seven daily monastic 
offices”.

With the onset of illness to 
Mother Rita Mary in 2015, 
and she and Sister Patience 
being the only remaining 
professed members of 
the Community, it became 
necessary to vacate the 
Taminick property and move 
to St John’s Village. With 
Mother Rira’s subsequent 
death in October that year, 
Sister Patience continued 
such work as she was able 
in both prayer and as the 
leader of the number of 
Oblates that had grown and 
affiliated with the Community 
over the years.

In the words of the Spiritual 
Adviser to the Community: 

“Throughout the life of Sister 
Patience we find a golden 
thread of dedication and 
rededication to the Will of 
God, a purposeful waiting 
on Him and what he might 
ask next of her” ......... “The 
spiritual life is not so much 
something to write about, 
but something to live; for 
we are engaging with the 
Supreme Mystery at the 
heart of the Universe – the 
Living God. In her own quiet, 
smiling, way Sister Patience 
epitomised the ordered daily 
pattern of contemplative 
community life”.

After a very brief illness, 
Sister Patience died in the 
early hours of Monday 8th 
July.

In her memoires she wrote: 
“The years at Wangaratta 
have brought great peace 

and contentment for me 
in the knowledge that 
God’s call, albeit with all its 
adjustments necessitated 
by changes in my vocation, 
has been responded to step 
by step as God has led and 
given me the grace to take 
up the daily challenge ‘to live 
for him alone’”.

We give thanks to God for 
the life of Sister Patience 
and the presence of the 
Community in our diocese – 
for their example of Christian 
life, for prayers offered, 
spiritual counsel afforded, 
and hospitality cheerfully 
given. May they live for ever 
in the joy of the Lord, and 
the work of prayer begun in 
them continue to grow and 
prosper the praise and glory 
of God.

Patience – A Virtue and the 
Glimpse of a Holy Life

BY MARGOT COLSON 
O/OSB OAM

Oblates began in 1997. 
The community is open 
to men and women 
irrespective of marital 
status, age, educational 
attainment. Ethnicity 
or socio-economic 
background. 

Novice Oblates test their 
vocation for at least one 
year before making their 
oblation to a life of the 
prayer in service to God 
and mankind according 
to the Rule of St Benedict 
as for as their state in life 
permits. 

Today there are 16 
oblates, 2 novice oblates 
and at least two aspirants 
and we are part of the 
community. 

The Sisters of BCCK 
embraced us as part of 

the community. We were 
a part of their prayer life 
– seven hours of prayer 
each day. The sisters 
provided hospitality for 

everyone who come to 
their door. 

Oblates promise to pray 
one Office each day and 

read a portion of the 
Rule of St Benedict. The 
Benedictine Rule leads 
us to stability, obedience 
and conversion of life. 

The Benedictine Community of 
Christ the King

Sister Patience
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Stewardship of Creation

Reflection on Land 
Plants form the baseline 
of most food chains, and 
require a nutrient based 
medium in which to grow, 
such as  soil, sea or 
freshwater, without the plants 
there would be no animals. 
Over the last two centuries 
agriculture has become 
increasingly industrialised 
in the developed world, with 
a greater dependency on 
the use of chemicals and 
technology aimed at boosting 
production at all costs. 

Technology can be a 
blessing and a curse. At best 
it can improve efficiency and 
enable us to monitor what is 
happening to our landscape 
and weather patterns, at 
worst it can give us tools 
to increase short term 
profitability, which, over time,  
pollutes the earth and air, 
leading to  soil degradation, 
loss of biodiversity, and 
chemicals passing through 
food chains into our own.  
The continent of Australia 
is ancient, it’s soils fragile 
and susceptible to salinity.  
Also the climate is harsh, so 
demanding too much of the 
land leads to compacted, 
lifeless soils, erosion and 
potentially desertification.  

But there is hope in 
understanding the problems. 
Attention is turning, especially 
among young farmers to a 
philosophy of sustainability,  
they do understand the 
problems and are using 
‘new’ cropping and grazing  
practices, regenerative and 
organic farming methods 
which do not deplete soils 
nor require the addition of 
chemical fertilisers.  We 
know  the importance of 
retaining  healthy soil biology, 
and, most importantly, 
retaining genetic biodiversity, 
to ensure the sustainability 
of food production into the 
future.     

Reflection on Atmosphere
Every so often that balance 
is disturbed by  processes 

such as changes in volcanic 
activity, asteroid collision 
or forest fire. All of these 
may affect ecosystems, 
sometimes causing major 
extinctions.  We have 
added  another through 
deforestation and burning 
fossil fuel.
 
During the geological age 
we call the Carboniferous, 
around  300 million years 
ago,  conditions were 
such that plant life grew 
abundantly and rapidly, 
oxygenating the atmosphere 
and sequestering the carbon 
from carbon dioxide, forming, 
over time, deep layers of coal 
on earth,  and oil and gas 
under the sea.  However, 
the industrial processes we 
have engaged in, especially 
during the past two centuries 
have burned that coal, oil and 
gas, releasing carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse 
gases, locking the heat in the 
atmosphere thus warming 
the planet. 

 ‘As the world gets hotter , 
the atmosphere holds more 
water vapour.  With each 
degree of temperature rise 
the atmosphere can hold 
7% more water…….creating 
the conditions where a 
storm turns into a typhoon or 
winter rains into a flood……
floods that used to be once 
in a lifetime event are now 
coming with devastating 
regularity displacing people 
and  washing away precious 
soil.  At the same time, on 
land , water evaporates more 

quickly from the soil, making 
droughts longer and more 
intense.  In many areas this 
creates conditions which 
lead to fires.  (’ IPCC Report: 
Impacts, adaptation and 
vulnerability.) 

As a result of this human 
induced climate change, 
the world will be affected by 
more extreme heat waves, 
tornado strength winds, 
droughts and floods, with 
extreme weather events 
driven by increased heat 
energy in the atmosphere.  
Food supply and security will 
be impacted, with those most 
vulnerable affected worse by 
shortages of basic foods and 
higher prices. Biosecurity 
will be affected as diseases 
such as Dengue and Malaria, 
as well as tropical pests 
and diseases of plants and 
animals move southwards.
 
Reflection on Water
Life began in the seas, fish 
provide us with a nutritious 
food source, algae in the sea 
feeds marine organisms as 
well as helping to sequester 
carbon and produce oxygen 
as all green plants do. Water 
also provides  us with a 
playground and a transport 
system.  
 
All organisms need water to 
function, our bodies contain 
around 70% water, we can 
last for days, if not weeks, 
without food, but not without 
water.  Australia is the driest 
inhabited continent on the 
planet,  its rivers and lakes 
are comparatively small and 
shallow, with high evaporation 
rates, which means there 
are strict limitations on the 
availability of freshwater 
for both ecosystem health, 
agriculture, industry and 
domestic use. Overlaying 
this, our weather patterns 
are highly variable, even 
without climate change, so it 
is impossible to predict with 
any certainty when or if rains 
will come.  

Systems of management, 
such as dams and weirs, 
reservoirs and water 
allocations that can be bought 

and sold, were presumably 
designed to endeavour 
to fulfil all needs as far as 
reasonably possible.  But as 
human populations grow and 
rainfall levels fall, increased 
demands put pressure on 
available water, aquatic 
ecosystems suffer, our 
obligation to the international 
RAMSAR convention, which 
protects habitat for migratory 
birds, is jeopardised, fish 
kills and blue-green algae 
blooms become more 
frequent and questions are 
posed on just how sensible, 
fair and equitable were the 
decisions regarding water 
management in Australia. 

So begin the water wars we 
are already seeing between 
communities and States 
in  Australia and countries 
across the globe.   

Marine ecosystems, 
including iconic coral reefs 
that act as fish nurseries, are 
being threatened by climate 

change causing ocean 
acidification, nutrient run-
off and pollution. Many are 
already lost. 
 
“Responsible stewardship 
of water resources may 
be initiated and facilitated 
by various Government 
instrumentalities, but it 
is ultimately the role of 
every citizen to understand 
and contribute to the 
effectiveness of their 
management of the resource.  
Christians have a particular 
responsibility to  provide 
leadership in performance 
and understanding within the 
general community in this 
regard”. (Dr David Mitchell, 
one time Adjunct Professor at 
Charles Sturt University and 
advisor on environmental 
issues to the Diocese of 
Wangaratta.)

Reflection on Sunlight
Without the sun’s warmth 
the Earth would be a dead 
planet, too much heat and 
nothing could live. Sunlight 
is the catalyst that starts the 
photosynthetic pathways 
which enable plants to 

synthesize nutrients and 
grow. The plants feed 
herbivores, and these in turn 
become food for carnivores, 
which produce significant 
quantities of organic waste 
which gives rise to new 
generations of plants. 
(Laudato Si). 

We have the great good 
fortune to be alive at this 
time on this beautiful earth, 
we also have a good deal of 
knowledge of the systems 
that maintain it as a living 
planet.  We also understand 
the issues that  threaten this. 
Nations worked together 
successfully to respond to 
the depleting ozone layer 
when the holes developing 
in it, caused by our use of 
fluorocarbons, threaten to 
allow sufficient ultra-violet 
radiation through to begin 
seriously damaging life.

From time to time changes 
in the Earth’s orbit, the angle 
of its axis, and thermo-

nuclear  activity within the 
sun itself  have contributed to 
a changing climate. Past and 
present changes can now 
be measured and recorded, 
though none are presently 
obvious.

Now there are new 
challenges. Those related 
to human induced climate 
change, causing extreme 
storms, heat waves, droughts, 
and  rising sea levels are 
threatening the lives of all, 
but especially the poor, as 
is our use of agricultural 
chemicals which instead of 
promoting food production, is 
now  challenging it. Reduced 
bee populations, caused by 
pesticide use, is threatening 
pollination of those very 
plants that provide our food. 
Habitat loss and competition 
from non-indigenous species 
are leading to extinctions 
of both animals and plants.  
Australia, with its unique 
animal life has one of the 
worst records for extinctions. 

Huge monocultures of crops 
not only reduce biodiversity 
and destroy soil biology, 

they also require land to be 
cleared of forests, such as 
tropical rainforest, the “lungs 
of the earth”. The inadequate 
management of waste from 
industrial practices, domestic 
use and our obsession with 
consumption has resulted in 
large scale death of marine 
animals and pollution of land 
and air. 

No wonder these days so 
many young people are 
exhibiting signs of anxiety 
and depression, they lose 
hope for their future when 
faced with the legacy the 
past few generations have 
left them.

“Those who are creating 
the problems must take 
responsibility for them. At the 
moment it is us that will have 
to suffer the brunt of them”.  
“There are plenty of political 
statements about climate 
change but movement is 
too slow and too small.”( 
Students  from Wangaratta 
High School)

Action
What can we and our 
church communities  do to 
preserve  the earth for future 
generations of life, human 
and otherwise?

• Voice your concerns to 
government leaders, 
write letters.

• Organise speakers to 
speak to congregations 
on issues such as eco-
justice.

• Organise coalitions of 
farmers and church 
groups to educate the 
public and influence 
political decisions.

• Encourage your church 
leaders to explore the 
relationships between 
poverty, human rights 
and the environment.

• Support local farmers 
markets, co-operatives  
and  outlets selling local 
sustainably produced 
food.  Decline plastic 
wrapping where possible.

• Establish community 
gardens on spare church 
land.

• Support the use of 
renewable energy and 
local community energy 
projects.

• Re-use and recycle where 
you can, use plastic as 
little as possible.  

• Use water carefully, plant 
some native plants in 
your garden.

• Drive slowly at dusk, safer 
for wombats, kangaroos, 
koalas, and you. 

• Leave a small part of your 
garden for visiting wildlife 
and as habitat for small 
creatures, you never 
know who might visit!

BY GILL BAKER 
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News from Mothers’ Union
BY MARY MUNTZ 

Members are grateful to all the 
people who contributed to the 
80th Anniversary celebration 
of the first Mothers’ Union 
Diocesan Council meeting 
in 1939. We also celebrated 
Mary Sumner Day in 
recognition of Mary Sumner’s 
vision “of a world where God’s 
love is shown through loving, 
respectful and flourishing 
relationships.” 

Over the last one hundred 
and thirty years Mothers’ 
Union has become a truly 
global organisation. Wherever 
Mother’s Union members are 
their aim is to encourage, 
strengthen and support 
marriage and family life. In 
many countries MU members 
see and experience the impact 
of social injustice and lack of 
government support within 
their communities. Members 
encounter ever greater 
numbers of families where 
poverty, lack of opportunity and 
other pressures undermine the 
value of family life. We are very 
lucky in Australia that we are 
able to access free health care, 
aid agencies and community 
programs. In many Dioceses 
Mothers’ Union members are 

needed in their communities to 
fill the roles of midwives, infant 
welfare nurses, social workers 
and some run orphanages.

Many years ago staff at 
Mary Sumner House asked 
members in more affluent 
countries like Australia to help 
fund programs in Africa and 
also the vast northern areas of 
Australia. One early overseas 
program Australian members 
supported was labelled 
“Chooks and Nappies” for 
Kenya. With money sent from 
Australia Mary Sumner House 
staff members travelled to 
Kenya and families received 
money to buy hens and feed. 
They then had means to 
provide food and an income 
for the family by the sale 
of eggs and excess birds. 
The 2018-2019 program is 
sponsoring workshops for 
Bishops wives so they can 
train local women to initiate 
programs promoting Peace 
and Reconciliation through the 
Episcopalian Church of South 
Sudan. These areas are now 
beginning to recover from 
years of political war, dissent, 
gender discrimination and 
displacement.

Prayer is also an important part 
of MU and each Diocese has a 
partnership with an overseas 
Diocese when members 
are included in the “Wave of 
Prayer” each year. During the 
days between August 27thand 
29th Wangaratta members 
will pray for MU members 
in Myanmar, All Ireland, 
Matabeleland, Mount Kenya 
Central, and Niger West. Each 
branch can plan their specific 
way to celebrate Wave of 
Prayer. 

The Anglican Mothers’ Union 
Australia Council meeting is to 
be held at Holy Cross Centre 
Templestowe. Australian 
Provincial President Rev’d 
Anne Kennedy and Executive 
members will meet from 
November 7th to 13th. All 
Diocesan Presidents and 
Observers will participate from 
3.30 pm on Saturday 9th .As 
usual there will be an Open 
Day for members on Tuesday 
12th November from 10am 
finishing with afternoon tea 
at 4pm. Cost for this day is 
$30.00 per person to cover 
food costs.

BY DIANE GRANT

Just over 80 years ago, the Diocese 
of Wangaratta Mother’s Union was 
formed with a couple of newly 
organised branches from outlying 
districts attending a meeting at 
Wangaratta with the intention of 
forming a Diocesan Council and 
other branches around the district.

The small group formed for the 
Diocese Mother’s Union grew 
to larger proportions and on 
Monday, 5 August, current MU 
members celebrated 80 years of 
their Executive Council.  The 80th 
celebration also recalled the MU 
founder Mary Sumner.
Members of the Parish of Central 
Goulburn MU branch from 
Seymour and Nagambie attended 
the special event. 

Morning tea was enjoyed in 
Purbrick hall before all moved into 
Trinity Cathedral for the Eucharist. 

The Right Reverend, John 
Parkes, our bishop, conducted our 
celebration Eucharist and was ably 
assisted by Fr David Holloway.  
Bishop John led the Gospel 
alleluias and our hymn singing 
with gusto and his sermon was 
significant to all present.  

Fr David Holloway gave the 
readings for the day and Sue Fyfe 
gave the prayers that remembered 
MU link branches in countries 
around the world, and gave thanks 
for the 80 years of the Diocesan 
MU executive.

After communion, MU President, 
Mary Muntz presented Bishop John 
with a certificate of appreciation 

and a farewell gift to remember 
the MU members when he retires 
soon.
Guests came from the Diocese 
MU branches and were joined by 
some lone members and visitors.  
Special visitor was Mrs Joy Freier, 
the Archbishop of Melbourne, 
Philip Freier’s wife.  Joy is well 
known in her own right for her 
teaching reputation and work in 
many fields.

80TH BIRTHDAY PARTY LUNCH
The celebrations continued in 
Purbrick hall that had been gaily 
decorated with blue and white 
helium balloons, birthday banners, 
colourful flower and fairy light table 
centres and blue and white table 
settings.  

President Mary Muntz welcomed 
everyone to the celebration party. 
Robyn Aumann handed out 
handmade blue and white knitted 
carnations as mementoes to all 
members of the MU at lunch time.

An 80th MU birthday cake took 
pride of place and Aylean Baker, 
100 year of MU member (for 65 
years)  from Rutherglen had the 
honour of cutting the cake as Mary 
Muntz and Joy Freier backed her 
up.  “Happy Birthday to Us”, was 
heartily sung by all present. 

JOY FREIER SPEAKS ON HER 
TRIP TO MYANMAR
Mrs Freier gave a colourful power 
point presentation on her visit with 

Archbishop Philip and Denise and 
Alan Nicolls in 2013 to Myanmar. 
(formerly Burma) 

She explained the mission of their 
visit and interspersed her talk 
with eye catching photos of the 
people, MU members, a MU three 
day get together; the situation 
in the country’s socio economic 
situation, the need for education, 
their culture and ethnicity, and the 
former regime.

She spoke on how the Christian 
faith is being spread in the country 
and nurtured by lay people and 
clergy in the Diocese in Myanmar 
under their Anglican Archbishop 
and the Bishop of Yangon (was 
Rangoon) Stephen Than Myint Oo. 

It was heart warming to hear 
Mrs Freier’s expressive talk on a 
country of 60 million and all the 
people there that need our prayers 
and support. She gave us food for 
thought and action.  

The MU is one of the largest 
church and welfare organisations 
in the world and has members in 
84 countries that support marriage 
and family life. . 
She finished her presentation by 
saying “congratulations to the 
Diocesan MU on their 80 years 
of support for their branches and 
marriage and family life.  God bless 
your work for the future.”

Celebrating 80 Years of Mothers Union in the Diocese

BY VAL EDWARDS

Each year during the week including 
the International Day for Peace, 
churches and people of faith are asked 
to participate in worship services, 
educational events, and acts of support 
for a just and sustainable peace for 
both Palestine and Israel’, states a 
Concept Note issued by the WCC 6 
June, 2019. 

It declares that victims from all 
communities have been created by 
the ongoing conflict and injustice in 
the region. ‘Though we are all created 
equally in God’s image, the military 
occupation and its discriminatory 
practices and impacts on entire 
Palestinian communities is an obstacle 
to the fullness of life.’ 

‘It is the Ecumenical movement’s 
calling and appeal to seek peace in 
the land of Christ’s birth - a peace that 
is founded on justice, rather than on 
violence, bloodshed and the perpetual 
imposition of military occupation and 
control of an entire people.’  

Prayer for Peace in the Holy Land 

God of our longing, 
Remember those who wait and 

hope for peace 
Hear our prayer and our lament for 
our brothers 
and sisters in Israel and Palestine. 
With them we share a common 
story, 
Set in a common homeland. 

Make common also a will to forgive, 
To reconcile, 
To make a just peace for the sake of 
the ancestors, 
For the sake of the children. 
Open ears, eyes and hearts 
And make a way towards justice in 
this war torn region. 

God all merciful You dwell in all 
human hearts 
And the Holy Land is wherever You 
make Your Home 
Heal these broken places where 
prophets preached and Jesus 
walked. 

Amen 
(Catholic Relief Services) 

For further resources on Palestine and 
Israel, or to organise a speaker, contact 
Val Edwards, member Diocesan Social 
Justice Committee Phone: 0436 480 
870 Email: edwardsvf@gmail.com 

 Anglican Diocese of Wangaratta 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

World Week for Palestine and Israel
15 - 23 September 2019 

Theme:  Humanity and equality in God’s Creation
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Safe Church Awareness Workshops 
Upcoming dates for 2019

 19th October  Holy Trinity Cathedral, Wangaratta  
16th November  Benalla 

For further information please email Nikki at; 
SafeChurch@wangaratta-anglican.org.au 

Safe Church Safe People
BY NIKKI COLLINS

Greetings.

My name is Barry Grant and I am 
the new Safe Church Systems 
Implementation Assistant at the 
Diocese of Wangaratta.

I work closely with Nikki Collins, the 
Safe Church and Systems Officer.

My role is assisting with the 
implementation of the safety and 
data management systems and 
establishing data tracking systems.

I have been made very welcome by 
the members of the Diocesan office 
and I enjoy contributing to the Safe 
Church within the Diocese.

I was born in Geelong - yes, I do 
barrack for the Cats (but I have a soft 
spot for Melbourne and I wouldn’t mind 

at all to see them win a Grand Final).
My work background includes 
extensive computer experience, 
teaching and project management.

I am grateful that I have certain gifts 
and abilities that I can bring to this very 
important role - I am reminded of some 
words of the Hymn “Take my life and 
let it be.”

Take my intellect, and use 
every power as thou shalt choose.

My wife is Isabel, and I have two 
adult daughters and two wonderful 
grandsons (Do I sound biased?)

So, if you see me in your travels please 
feel free to say G’day or Hi.

Cheers,
Barry

Saturday 19th October 2019

Endorsed National Council of Churches in Australia Safe Church Training Agreement

Purbrick Hall, Holy Trinity 
Cathedral
Cnr Ovens and Docker Streets
WANGARATTA  VIC

9.30am - 4.00pm
Registration from 9.00am. 
Please arrive by 9.15am

$35 per person 
BYO lunch

RSVP 
Bookings close Thu 10th October. 
Pre-registration is required. 
Places are limited.

The Baptist Unions of Victoria and Tasmania, the Uniting Church (Vic/Tas), the Anglican 
Diocese of Bendigo, Gippsland and Wangaratta, Australian Christian Churches (Vic) and 
the Seventh Day Adventist Church (Vic) have joined with other denominations in rec-
ognising the Safe Church Awareness Workshops of other denominations as part of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia’s SAFE CHURCH TRAINING AGREEMENT 
(SCTA). Safe Church Training will be carried out by endorsed training partners based on 
national standards and recognised by all the SCTA members.

This introductory workshop is designed for all congregational members, all ministry leaders, 
children, youth and family leaders.

We will be covering:
• duty of care, codes of conduct, power, transparency and accountability
• protecting vulnerable people, indicators of abuse, responding to abuse and protective behaviours
• training, recruiting and supervising leaders
• how to establish and run safe church ministry programs (risk management)

Registration
Registration forms are to be returned to the Diocesan Registry office 
at 138 Williams Road, Wangaratta, by email to 
training@wangaratta-anglican.org.au or submitted through 
Eventbrite.

Enquiries
Contact the Registry on 03 5721 3484 or email 
training@wangaratta-anglican.org.au for more information.

Safe Church Awareness Workshop

Presented by the Baptist Unions of Vic and Tas, the Anglican Dioceses of Bendigo, 
Wangaratta and Gippsland, Uniting Church (Vic/Tas), Australian Christian Churches 
(Vic) and the Seventh Day Adventist Church (Vic), this workshop is intended to provide 
an introduction to Safe Church foundations, policies and procedures.

Anglican
Diocese of 
Gippsland

BY HELEN MALCOLM 

At a service of celebration and 
thanksgiving at St. Augustine’s 
Shepparton on 7th July Rev. 
Helen Malcolm and Rev. Patti 
Matthews celebrated the 
twentieth anniversary of their 
ordination as priests. Patti and 

Helen were ordained together 
at St. David’s Cathedral Hobart 
in 1999 as, then, the Diocese of 
Wangaratta was not ordaining 
women as priests. At that stage 
Patti was working in Hobart 
and Helen in Scottsdale. Since 
then their travels have taken 
them in various directions and 

they both have stories to tell 
about ‘firsts’ as female priests 
in various settings. Now they 
find themselves in adjacent 
parishes in this Diocese.

The preacher at the service 
was The Rt. Rev. Dr. Chris 
Jones, now Assistant Bishop 
of Tasmania and CEO of 
Anglicare Tasmania – in 1999 
Chris was Helen’s Rector 
when she first wondered 
if she was being called to 
ordination. The readings in the 
service were those from the 
ordination in 1999 and Chris., 
who is preaching through the 
psalms this year, reminded us 
that Psalm 46 does not say 
that the earth will never be 
moved, but does remind us of 
the constancy of God through 
whatever life experiences we 
encounter.

After the service a delicious 
lunch was shared, prepared 
by Azem Elmaz, whose People 
Helping People group do 
wonderful work for those in 
Shepparton who are less well 
off. The Shepparton Parish’s 
Reachout group support Azem 
through the money they raise.

PHOTO LEFT: Rev Helen 
Malcolm and Rev Patti 
Matthews

Ordination Anniversary
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BY REV’D DR EDWIN BYFORD
Looking Down the Valley

WANGARATTA CATHEDRAL 

ORGAN APPEAL FUND 
In July last year, a maintenance inspection found that rats had caused 
substantial damage to the bellows of  the Cathedral’s Henry Willis & 
Sons organ, rendering the instrument unplayable

An initial estimate of  the cost of  repairing the organ is in the order 
of  $100,000. The Cathedral has started a public appeal for donations. 

If  you would be interested in helping to restore this jewel of  the 
Diocese you can make a donation (tax deductible) by using the following 
options;

Direct deposit
WANGARATTA WESTPAC
BSB: 033 260 
ACC: 111 787 
Please use reference - WANGMUSIC/1360
If you require a tax deductible receipt please 
emaill accounts@wangaratta-anglican.org.au 
with payment details (date and amount of 
payment, full name and address).

By Mail 
Please foward cheques made out to 
Diocese of Wangaratta and post to
PO BOX 457 Wangaratta, VIC 3677

In person 
Visit us with cash or cheque payment at
Diocese of Wangaratta, 138 Williams 
Road Wangaratta, VIC 3677

Why a sermon? Pray for 
those who preach.

In the modern world we are 
bombarded with information, 
Through Facebook, Twitter or 
any other electronic platform 
you can get information on just 
about anything. Anybody can 
put anything into the Cloud and 
there will be a search engine 
thatwill find it for you. We can 
find thousands, perhaps even 
millions, of interpretations of 
passages from the Bible. And 
there lies the problem. What 
interpretations are legitimate?

On Bastille Day (14th July) I 
preached at St Matthew’s, Albury. 
The Gospel for the day was the 
parable of the “Good Samaritan”. 
A lot of people, at the end of the 
service, told me that they had 
never heard what I had to say 
before. I had saidthat this parable, 
that is placed by Saint Luke at 
the beginning of our Lord’s final 
journey to Jerusalem, is designed 
to shock the reader and prepare 
the reader to continue to be 
shocked as the story unfolds. It 
seemed to me a wonderfully, even 
peculiarly,appropriate reading 
(that is always on a Sunday 
between 10th and 16th July) for 
the time around the anniversaries 
of so many revolutionary events 
— the American Declaration 
of Independence, the Glorious 
Twelfth and the storming of the 
Bastille.

At the time of the Reformation 
the sermon became an essential 
ingredient of Protestant worship. 
The reformers were determined 
that the faithful be not led 
astray by false interpretations of 
scripture that the development 
of the printing presswas making 
increasingly available. It was 
important not merely to read 

scripture but to understand it. 
So the reformers made sure that 
those authorised to preach knew 
what they were doing. When 
King James came to the throne 
of England after the reign of 
Elizabethin 1603 he took steps to 
have a good English translation 
of the Bible and to improve the 
education of the clergy. The 
Bible was produced in less than 
a decade but it took thirty years 
for the processes of educating 
clergy to improve. It was under 
James’ son,King Charles I, that 
Archbishop Laud introduced 
examinations for graduation at 
Oxford.

As Protestants started to preach 
and expound on the meaning 
of scripture so the Roman 
Catholic Church responded. The 
great Order of Preachers, the 
Dominicans, was joined by the 
Jesuits and Rome introduced 
quality seminary training for allits 
priests. Across the whole church 
sermons are preached to guide 
the faithful. It is not an easy task 
for those who have a licence to 
preach. The great Evangelical 
Anglican scholar, JI Packer, has 
commented that the sermon is to 
feed the sheep not entertainthe 
goats.

Preachers live in an interesting 
space. They are between texts 
and traditions that go back three 
or four thousand years and the 
hustle and bustle of ordinary life in 
their contemporary surroundings. 
The preacher tries to bring some 
understandingto how all of these 
interact with each other and 
how we, as the faithful followers 
of Christ, may appropriately 
respond. It is little wonder that the 
King wanted well informed clergy, 
four hundred years ago, as they 
were the principal interpreters of 
whatwas going on for ordinary 
people. In our world where there 

is literally a cacophony of voices 
of interpretation the preacher 
is even more important as it is 
probably the preacher, alone, 
who stops to think about all of this 
in the light of the purposes ofGod 
as revealed in the scriptures and 
the traditions of God’s faithful 
people.

In early July we saw two very 
interesting programs of TV about 
political speech writers — Alan 
Jones and Graham Freudenberg. 
Each showed the complexities 
and difficulties of crafting words 
to convey a message with 
conviction. 

This is the task of the preacher. 
Sunday by Sunday preachers 
are trying to convey a message 
with conviction. The preacher is 
trying to keep us committed to a 
true faith in Christ and everything 
that flows from that faith. That 
involves a greatdeal of hard work, 
often over a long time. Many have 
been the occasions that I have 
still been hard at it on Saturday 
night trying to get my thoughts 
clear for Sunday morning. 
Sermons that connect with 
people in inland Australia do not 
just drop out of thesky. Preachers 
need the support of those for 
whom they are preaching. Read 
the readings for the following 
Sunday and in your prayers 
pray for your preacher, probably 
on Tuesday or Wednesday. 
Then come to worship with 
an expectation of hearing 
considered commentaryon 
living a contemporary Christian 
life. It takes about a second for 
a preacher to recognise that a 
congregation is expecting, or not, 
to hear something, even before 
the sermon has begun. At the end 
of each reading the reader has 
said, “Hear the word of theLord”. 
Now is the time to hear what the 
word of the Lord may mean.

BY GRAEME ALDRICH

Farewell Old Time Dances – After 42 
years of toe tapping fun our monthly 
Old Time Dances have had to close 
down due to difficulties in maintaining 
our unique combination of live music 
presented by a Band made up of 
willing volunteers. 

Our Catering Continues - In recent 
weeks our catering team members 
have continued busily providing their 
services in a number of areas. These 
included serving lunch to a group of 
Parmalat Dairy suppliers on June 20, 
and supplying refreshments in the 
Parish Hall following the graveside 
funeral service of the late Margaret 
Hempel, conducted at the Kiewa 
Cemetery on July 25.

Fr Mitch Porter’s First Eucharist 
– Following his ordination at the 
cathedral on June 29, Fr Mitch co-
celebrated the Eucharist with Fr Alan 
Kelb at Christ Church Tallangatta at 
10.30am on June 30. In line with our 
‘’fifth Sunday’’ practice of alternately 

‘’getting together’’ with our neighbours 
the congregation was a combined 
gathering of parishioners from 
Tallangatta and Yackandandah. The 
service was followed by a delicious 
‘’Sunday Roast’’ lunch provided by 
our ever willing catering group in the 
Parish Hall. The visitors brought some 
scrumptious desserts – they can come 
again!!!

A 70th Wedding Anniversary – a 
wonderful milestone – On Sunday, 
July 7, just one week after our ‘’Sunday 
Roast’’, our team quickly changed 
focus and provided a delicious ‘’High 
Tea’’ style Afternoon Tea in the Parish 
Hall for the family and friends of Bob 
and Joyce Giltrap, as they celebrated 
their 70 Wedding Anniversary. 

Rotary Inter School Debating – On 
Monday, July 29 we served dinner in 
the Parish Hall for members of the 
Rotary Clubs of Tallangatta and Albury 
as they hosted the first round of the 
annual Ian Murphy Memorial Debating 
contest

Tallangatta Parish Activity

Jouce and Bob Gitrap cut the 70th Anniversary cake
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Parish Partnerships
BY TANYA GRANT

Welcome to the August edition of what’s happening with Parish Partnerships in the 
Wangaratta Diocese. 
  
Winter Appeal
Thank you to all the Parishes, schools and communities who have got involved in the Winter 
Appeal. The response and donations have been amazing and very much appreciated. 

What is happening around the Diocese?
Euroa ER Program – Benalla parish in partnership with Anglicare Victoria and Food Share 
commenced its emergency relief in July to a great response from the community
Alpine - A forum is being organised in Myrtleford during August to being together local 
parishes, schools, agencies and the Shire to start conversations around working together 
more collaboratively.

Bright, Mt Beauty and Eldorado Parish Partnerships are all celebrating 10 years supporting 
their communities. We have volunteers who have been involved for this whole time, they 
have been presented with appreciation badges to mark this impressive milestone. 

If you would like any further information, or just to chat about Parish Partnerships, please 
don’t hesitate to Contact me on 0458750716 or tanya.grant@anglicarevic.org.au. 

Mt Beauty Emergency Relief

Bright Emergency Relief

Eldorado Homework Club

BY DIANE GRANT

Russell Hurren, family and 
mates spent a few years 
restoring his 2nd wooden 
boat. A 26ft one.  
In late 2018 Russell said, 
“Well, Maude is now 
finished.”  Then in early 
2019 Margaret and I had a 
two week trip from Mildura 
to Berri since then. The trip 
was terminated at Berri due 
to a heatwave in January.

In June Nagambie’s Russell 
Hurren was nominated for 
the prestigious Wooden 
Boat Associations’ (WBA) 
inaugural Alan Chinn award. 

The Alan Chinn award panel 
of WBA members Graham 
Signorini (WBA Committee), 
Greg Blunt and Peter 
Batchelor visited Russell 
and Margaret Hurren to 
talk to them about the 
nomination of Russell for the 
inaugural Alan Chinn award. 

The Hurrens were informed 
that the Wooden Boat 
Association had announced 
the Alan Chinn Award for 
excellence in boatbuilding. 
And Russell was one of the 
contenders.

This is a new award for a 
member of the Association 
who has completed a 
boatbuilding project that 
shows excellence in the 
skills of boatbuilding. The 
award recognizes the 
contribution made by Alan 
Chinn to the formation of the 
WBA and the example he set 

in the skills of boatbuilding 
and in assisting members in 
their boatbuilding projects.

While any type of wooden 
vessel is eligible for the 
award, be it a motor boat, 
sailing boat, rowing boat, 
canoe, kayak or model boat, 
a new build or a restoration, 
a key principle is that it is 
given to a person not a 
boat or a project. The story 
of the person, their efforts 
to gain skills and apply 
them to the project and 
their appreciation for the 
traditions of wooden boat 
building are an essential 
part of the assessment for 
the award.  

Four contenders were up for 
the 2019 award.  There was 
a high standard set indeed, 
but of course the real 
reward is in the completion 
of a project and getting the 
looked-forward-to use of the 
end result of your efforts.

It was interesting that the 
four contenders had each 
used a different mode of 
construction, with clinker 
(lapstrake), strip plank, 
carvel, and skin-on-frame 
construction, all being 
represented.

The  inaugural “Alan Chinn 
Award” (To reward and show 
appreciation to a club 
member for their efforts 
in building or restoring a 
wooden boat, including 
model boats) have all been 
successful in finishing 
their projects, and are now 

enjoying the fruits of their 
labours.

The judges had made their 
evaluations, and the results 
were announced at the 
Annual General Meeting on 
28 July.

Russell was presented 
with the award by Peter 
Batchelor, Chairman of 
the selection committee 
at the lunch held at Albert 
Park Yacht Club at Albert 
Park Lake in front of WBA 
members, families and 
friends. .

David O’Dempsey of the 
Wooden Boat Association 
said “Russell was a very 
determined man and had 
set his aim high, but with 
his dedication, enthusiasm 
and support of many local 
folk. He achieved his goal. 
dream.  Our Boat members 
kept an eye on him over the 
past few years and watched 
the progress gained each 
time we visited. He deserves 
the first Alan Chinn award.”

“He went onto say “Russell’s 
name will be inscribed on 
the trophy and he will also 
receive a plate to affix to his 
boat “Maude”.

Congratulations to Russell 
and his whole te4am. A well 
deserved recognition for a 
job well done that took quite 
a few years to complete. . 
“But I’s been worth it” said 
“Russell.

Nagambie’s Russ Hurren 
Wins Prestigious Award

BY FR JACQUES JEFFERIES

On Thursday 27th June the Friendship 
Group at St John’s Anglican Church, 
Wodonga celebrated their 40th anniversary 
with a luncheon followed by a lovely Black 
Forest Cake.

The group was originally formed by 
Dorothy Reynolds, wife of Fr Jim Reynolds 
and some of the original members are still 
active in the group today. One of which 
is Joan Berrel who to the delight of all 
present, reminiscing of the years of activity 
and friendships formed, highlighted quite 
a few of the remarkable feats over the 

years, which in the early years included 
organizing Debutante Balls, Dances and 
Charity Events. Hospital Visits was also 
one of their regular activities.  Lately the 
Group hosts three annual events; their 
famous Biggest Morning Tea to support the 
Cancer Appeal, a Fish and Chips Night and 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Night to support 
the Parish Church and for socializing.  
Other than providing certain amenities for 
the church this friendly and active group 
support various charities with donations.   

Fr Jacques Jefferies and Joan Berrel 
cut the delicious cake while everyone 
delightfully sang Happy Birthday.  

Friendship group celebrates 
40th Anniversary 



BY SUE HALL

A school holiday fun day 
at St Jude’s Church Hall, 
Eldorado.

We couldn’t have asked 
for more pleasant weather 
for our school holiday fun 
day, fifteen local primary 
school students enjoyed 
catching up with friends and 
expending loads energy 
outside in the sunshine.  
From egg and spoon and 

sack races to apple bobbing, 
(with cheezels, they have 
a useful hole in the middle 
and can disappear in one 
bite), craft activities, card 
games, bat and ball games, 
stick construction. Everyone 
added their own artistic 
touch to yet another large 
mural, this time depicting  
Australian Bushland, and the 
three hours sped by. 

While the children were 
kept busy having fun with 

volunteer helpers, Roberta, 
Wendy, Helen, Lucinda, Gill 
and Sue, Anna cooked up 
sausages for lunch followed 
by fruit and cakes, which was 
eaten outside picnic style on 
rugs.

Then, as it was getting close 
to  National Tree Day, Mason 
helped to plant a couple of 
locally grown Oven’s Wattles.

School holiday fun in Eldorado
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BY REV’D DAVID JONES

Over the July school 
holidays, a group of 
adventurous students from 
four ASC schools travelled 
to Samoa for a Service 
Learning trip to All Saints 
Anglican School in Apia. 
From Cathedral College 
Wangaratta, four students in 
Year Ten, Ava Quartermain, 
Ben Hausser, Madeleine 
Coatsworth and Ned Taylor 
ventured out of their comfort 
zones to experience the 
wonderful culture and 
hospitality that Samoa has 
to offer.

The trip was for two 
weeks and consisted of 
some sightseeing, being 
immersed in Samoan 
culture and of course our 
time at All Saints Anglican 
School.

Some of the highlights were:

• An overnight visit to 
Lalomanu on the west 
coast of the main 
island, including a visit 

to Togitogiga waterfall, 
Tu Sua Trench, Piula 
Cave Pool and of 
course snorkelling over 
some beautiful pristine 
coral reefs;

• Visiting the cultural 
village in Apia, a 
traditional Samoan 
welcome as well as 
preparing and trying 
traditional foods;

• A visit to Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s house, 
(author of “Treasure 
Island”) which is now a 
museum and the walk 
up a local mountain to 
his grave;

• Sunday worship at All 
Saints Anglican Parish, 
followed by a traditional 
BBQ lunch;

• A visit to the Australian 
High Commissioner’s 
office, where we found 
out more about the 
High Commissioner’s 
role and Australia’s 
involvement in aid to 
Samoa.

The main purpose of the 
Service Learning trip was 

to be involved in the life of 
All Saints Anglican School. 
Our focus was mainly with 
Year Six to Year Eight, 
particularly in relation to 
numeracy and literacy. Each 
day after lunch our students 
would sit with their Samoan 
buddy who would read from 
a library book and then write 
a few sentences in their 
workbooks to check their 
comprehension of the book. 
There were also a number 
of different maths activities 
that the All Saints students 
enjoyed. We were also 
involved with the younger 
classes with activities that 
students brought from 
Australia, playing cricket 
and reading stories to small 
groups of students.

This was the first Service 
Learning trip to All Saints 
Anglican School in Samoa 
and the plan is to offer this 
opportunity to students in 
Year Nine and Year Ten from 
across the ASC schools in 
the July school holidays 
each year.

Samoan Partnership
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REGULAR PARISH SERVICE TIMES
HOLY TRINITY CATHEDRAL, WANGARATTA

Sunday 
8.00am Holy Eucharist 

10.00am Sung Eucharist 

Wednesday 
10.00am Eucharist 

Saturday 
6.00pm Saturday @ 6

Morning Prayer 
Daily at 9.00am 
(except Sunday)

Evening Prayer 
Daily at 5.00pm

St Matthew’s, Albury 
Sunday 9am Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 10.30am Children’s Church 
(3rd Sunday every month) 
5pm Evensong (1st Sunday of every 
month) 

St John’s, Alexandra
Sunday 9.30am Eucharist

All Saints, Bright
Wednesdays 9:30am 
Sunday 11am Eucharist 
St Paul’s Myrtleford
Sunday 9.15am Eucharist
Wednesday 11am Eucharist 
St John’s Whorouly
Sunday 8am Eucharist 
St Etheldreda’s Harrietville
Sunday 9am Eucharist

Christ Church Beechworth 
Sundays 9am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesdays 4.30pm Hour of Silent Prayer
Wednesdays 10am Midweek Eucharist 
St Jude’s Eldorado
Sundays 11am 
1st & 3rd Sundays Eucharist 
2nd & 4th Sundays Morning Prayer. 

Holy Trinity, Benalla
Sunday 8am Eucharist 
9.30am Sung Eucharist
Monday 10am Eucharist 
(Cooinda Nursing Home) 
Thursday 9.30am Eucharist 
St Paul’s Goorambat 
1st Sunday 5pm Eucharist 
St Aidan’s Swanpool
2nd & 4th Sunday 11.15am Eucharist

Christ Church Seymour 
Sunday 9am Wednesday 10am 
St. John’s Nagambie 
Sunday 11am 
St. Paul’s Avenel 
8am 1st Sunday of the Month

St Margaret’s Cobram
Sunday 9-9.15am reflection time 
9.30am Eucharist 
5th Sunday Parish Eucharist 
Wednesday 10am. 

All Saints Corryong
1st Sunday 9.30am 
3rd Sunday 9.30am 
Holy Trinity Cudgewa
3rd Sunday 11.30am 
Tennis Club Biggara
1st Sunday 2pm
2nd & 4th Sundays 9.30 am Morning 
Prayer

St Paul’s, Euroa
Sunday 9.30am Parish Holy 
Communion
Thursday 9am Morning Prayer; 5pm 
Evening Prayer.
Friday 9am Morning Prayer; 5pm 
Evening Prayer
Saturday Morning Prayer, 9am.
First Thursday of the month 10.30am 
Anglican Prayer Service and Holy 
Communion at Granite Hill
St Andrew’s, Longwood
Sunday (1st, 3rd, 5th) 8am Holy 
Communion
St Dunstan’s, Violet Town
Saturday 6pm Holy Communion
Second Thursday of the month 10am 
Anglican Prayer Service and Holy 
Communion at Violet Town Bush 
Nursing Home
Christ Church Kilmore
Sunday 9am Sung Eucharist
4th Sunday 5pm Meditation Service
St Matthew’s Broadford
Sunday 11am Holy Eucharist 
St Stephen’s Tallarook
Sunday 11am Holy Eucharist
Church of the Transfiguration Pyalong
1st & 3rd Sunday 4pm Holy Eucharist
5th Sunday 11am Family Service
rotates between Broadford, Tallarook 
and Pyalong. See parish website. 

St John’s Mansfield 
Sunday 9.30am Holy Communion 
Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion
Friday 12 noon Meditation
Christ Church Bonnie Doon 
2nd Sunday 11.30am Anglican Church 
Service 
4th Sunday 11.30am - Uniting Church 
Service
St Peter’s Jamieson 
1st Sunday 11.30am Holy Communion

Christ Church Marysville 
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday 10.00am
Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion
St Thomas Buxton 
2nd and 4th Sunday 10.00am

St Paul’s Milawa
2nd & last Sunday 9am Eucharist

St. Mark’s North Albury
10am Sunday
9.30am Wednesday Eucharist
St. James’ Lavington
8.30am 2nd & 4th Sundays
6pm 1st Saturday, Prayer & Meditation
Thursday 10am Eucharist 
St. John’s Thurgoona
8.30am Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays
Family service 4th Sunday. 
St. Paul’s Jindera
10.30am 2nd & 4th Sundays.
St George’s Numurkah
Sunday 10.30am Sung Eucharist
Holy Trinity Nathalia
Sunday 9.00am Eucharist
St Paul’s Wakiti Creek
1st Sunday 1.30pm Holy Communion

St Stephen’s Rutherglen 
Sunday 8.45am Eucharist 
Thursday 9.00am Eucharist (M.U. on 2nd)
All Soul’s Barnawartha 
2nd & 4th Sunday 10.45am Eucharist 

Browns Plains 
3rd Sunday 7.45am Kids Church during 
Term  
5th Sun 10.45am
St Paul’s Chiltern 
1st & 3rd Sunday 10.45am Eucharist 
Wednesday 9.00am Eucharist 

Christ the King Wahgunyah  
4th Saturday 6pm Eucharist

St Augustine’s Shepparton
Sunday: Eucharist 8.30am, 10.30am 
(Family Service) 
Fifth Sunday: combined service 9.30am
Wednesday: Eucharist 10am
St. Luke’s Dookie
2nd Sunday: 8.45am: Eucharist
4th Sunday 9am alt. with Uniting 
Church.
Christ Church Murchison
Sunday: 11am: Eucharist 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays; Morning Prayer 2nd 
Sunday
St. Paul’s Rushworth
Sunday : 9am: Eucharist 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Sundays; Morning Prayer 4th Sunday
5th Sunday combined Murchison/Rush-
worth service.

Christ Church Tallangatta 
Sunday 9.00 am  
3rd Sunday Family Service 10.30 am
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St Aidan’s Tawonga
2nd and 4th Sunday at 5.00pm

All Saints Moyhu 
1st Sunday 9.30am Eucharist 
Holy Trinity Whitfield
3rd Sunday 11am Eucharist 
Christ Church Greta 
3rd Sunday 9am Eucharist

St Michael’s Wangaratta West 
Sunday 9.30am 
Tuesday 10am 
St Paul’s Glenrowan 
Sunday 11am 
St George’s Taminick 
1st & 3rd Sunday 8am 
St Johns Village Chapel 
Tuesday 10am + Saturday 5pm

St John’s Wodonga 
Saturday 5pm Vigil Eucharist 
Sunday 7.30am Eucharist 
9.30 am Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 9am Meditation 
10am Eucharist 
4th Sunday 6pm Taize 
5th Sunday 6pm Choral Evensong
 Emmanuel 
1st & 3rd Sundays 9am Sung 
Eucharist 
Holy Trinity Bethanga 
4th Sunday 9.30am Eucharist 

Holy Trinity Yackandandah 
1st& 3rd Sundays 10.30am Eucharist 
2nd & 4th Sunday 10.30 Morning 
prayer 
St Mark’s Tangambalanga
2nd Sunday 10.30 Eucharist  
4th Sunday 8.45am Eucharist 
St Paul’s Allan’s Flat 
1st & 3rd Sunday 8.45am Eucharist 
St Andrew’s Dederang
1st & 3rd Sunday 7.00pm Eucharist

St Cuthbert’s Yarrawonga 
Sunday 7am Eucharist 10am Sung 
Eucharist 
Wednesday 10am 
St Thomas’ St James
1st, 2nd & 4th Sunday 8.30am 
Eucharist 

St Luke’s Yea
Sunday Service Time
9.00am  (December/January/February)
10.00am  (March-November)
Mon - Thur 9am Morning Prayer 
Mon - Thur 4.30pm Evening Prayer
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Aylean Baker, 100 year old MU member from 
Rutherglen branch had the honour of cutting 
the 80th birthday cake on 5 August.Joy Freier 
and Mary Muntz gave her back up support.

 

Students from All Saints Anglican School in Apia, Samoa. - Story 

on page 10. 

Bishop John and Rev Michelle 
Wood with parishioners from 

Euora at St Dunstans 140th. 

Parishioners from Yarrawonga enjoying a tea 
break at the St James Golf day. 

Students from Trini
ty and Fr Bryn Jone

s at their soup kit
chen for the 

bishops winter appe
al.

The Parish of Beechworth collected $831.05 worth of loose change in 
a ‘Coin Challenge’ for the annual Anglicare Winter Appeal. Brave 
parishioners Bob Van Oort, Beverley Heyes, Shelagh Merlin (behind camera) 
and Canon Leslie had the unenviable taskof counting it all out!
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